
 
PYP Units of Inquiry 2008-9       Grade 1 – Age 5-6 

 
 
Who we are Where we are in 

time & space 
How we express 

ourselves 
How the world 

works 
How we organize 

ourselves 
How we share the 

planet 
 

Title: Families and Friends Title:  Title: Feelings/Tell me a 
story 

Title: Water & sand Title: Animal friends Title: Food for us all 
 

Focus: Science /Social 
Studies 

Focus:  Focus:: Arts & PSPE Focus: Science Focus: Social Studies Focus: Social Studies 

Central Idea: 
People need families and 
friends 

Central Idea: 
 

Central Idea: 
Stories inform and provoke 
us, they give us pleasure 
and help our imaginations 
grow 

Central Idea: 
Water and sand 
behave in different 
ways, have different 
uses and are 
important to us. 

Central Idea: 
There are many types of 
animal in our community

Central Idea: 
Bread is made from plants 
and is eaten by humans 
and other animals 

Key concepts: 
Form, Function, Change & 
Responsibility 

Key concepts: Key concepts: 
Change, Connection, 
Perspective, Responsibility 
& Reflection 

Key concepts: 
Form, Causation, 
Connection & 
Perspective 

Key concepts: 
Connection & 
Responsibility 

Key concepts: 
Change & Connection 

Lines of Inquiry: 
• What a family/friend is 
• Types of families 
• Roles of family 

members 

Lines of Inquiry: 
•  

Lines of Inquiry: 
• Our favourite stories 
• The retelling of stories 
• How stories are 

adapted & changed 
• Recording & acting out 

stories 
• How stories make us 

feel 
• What we learn from 

stories 
• Creating & conveying 

our own stories 

Lines of Inquiry: 
• The different 

properties of 
water & sand 

• How water & sand 
can be changed & 
how they change 
other things 

• Why water & sand 
are important 

• The effects of rain 
& sand in the 
natural world 

 

Lines of Inquiry: 
• Animals that are our 

friends (pets) 
• Animals that help 

us. Farm animals 
• Animals that are 

harmful to us & 
where we belong 

• How we care for 
animals 

Lines of Inquiry: 
• Making bread from a 

variety of flours & 
other ingredients 

• How bread is made & 
sold by people in our 
community 

• How ingredients in 
bread are also eaten 
by other animals 
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